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Rocca di Papa, 10 July 2024 
GENFEST 2024 

JUNTOS PARA CUIDAR  
TOGETHER TO CARE 

INSIEME PER PRENDERCI CURA

Genfest, the worldwide event-experience organised by the youth of the Focolare Movement, will take
place in Brazil, from the 12th to the 24th of July.  A further 44 local events will be held in 32 different
countries

“Peace between peoples, the care of the planet, economics and politics that put the person,
justice and dignity at the centre. At the Genfest we will work, discuss and plan for this at a
worldwide level”
This is what the youth of the Focolare Movement say, explaining the gathering of thousands of
young people for this international event from the 12th to the 24th of July.
The event “Juntos para cuidar” aims, as the title suggests, to promote care together at a
worldwide level for the most vulnerable and distressed individuals and sectors of humanity,
regardless of cultural, ethnic or religious differences.
In this period of change, a new cultural paradigm is needed, no longer based on the
individual, but on social relationships open to all in a culture of universal fraternity.
In this perspective complexities are valued rather than eliminated, in a deeper understanding
of the story of humanity and its peoples.

Genfest 2024 will have three phases: voluntary work, a main event, and the creation of
groupings (‘communities’) according to academic or professional interest, which will remain
connected and work for the furthering of a more united world in countries of origin.  It aims to
be an immersive experience, where the leaders and thinkers are the youth themselves.
Dialogue and collaboration between generations will be the essential components for the
changes to be proposed to international institutions.
Some parts of the event will be streamed on the Genfest 2024 Youtube channel.
As a conclusion, the new steps and existing or nascent projects which aim to build a more
united and peaceful world will be brought together in a document to be presented to the
United Nations Summit of the Future (22-23 September 2024). It will contain projects and
practical ideas for a more just and fraternal world, as a contribution to the UN 2030 Agenda.

Those who cannot participate in the main event in Brazil can find an event nearer to home.
There will be 44 local Genfests: in South Korea, India, Sri Lanka, The Philippines, Pakistan,
Vietnam, Jordan, Egypt, Burundi, Tanzania, Angola, Zambia, Kenya, Ethiopia, South Africa, DRC,
Ivory Coast, Cameroon, Burkina Faso, Peru, Bolivia, Mexico, Guatemala, Argentina, Hungary,  
Serbia, Czech Republic, Slovakia, Germany and Italy.

https://genfest.org/en/home-en/
https://www.youtube.com/c/GenfestOfficial
https://www.un.org/en/summit-of-the-future
https://sdgs.un.org/2030agenda
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Juntos para cuidar: the programme
Experience – the first week of Genfest, from the 12th to the 18th of July, is an “immersive”
experience of voluntary work in one of 40 projects and organisations offering opportunities in
various countries of Latin America and elsewhere. These activities are the result of
collaboration with UNIRedes, which brings together more than 50 organisations, projects and
social movements in 12 countries of Latin America and the Caribbean, promoting
transformation in various spheres (art and culture, the environment, democratic government,
education, work, etc.) through the active commitment of all those involved.

Celebrate – From the 18th to the 21st of July the youth will come together for the main event
at the National Shrine Arena in Aparecida. They will hear experiences and share strategies for
peace and fraternity also through artistic and musical presentations. The event will be
streamed to more than 120 different countries. It will be a wide-ranging festival of ideas and
initiatives and inspire thousands of young people of many different cultures, ethnic groups
and religions to live for a united world.

Learning and sharing – the third phase is from 21st to the 24th of July. The young people will
come together in eight groupings called ‘communities’, according to their fields of interest:
economics and work, interculturality and dialogue, spirituality and human rights, health and
ecology, art and social commitment, education and research, communication and media,
active citizenship and politics.
In these spaces the young people will learn, discuss, and formulate new ways of shared
commitment to spread the culture of fraternity, through local projects in a global perspective.
Returning to their countries of origin, they will work locally in their preferred sector, growing
in a culture marked by fraternity and relationality.
An international team of academics, professionals, social and political activists and leaders -
young and old – will assist the participants in their discussions and group work.
Among those who have confirmed their presence: Luigino Bruni, economist (Italy), Choie Funk,
architect and social activist (Philippines), Jander Manauara, rapper and activist (Brazil), Carlos
Palma, coordinator of Living Peace (Uruguay), Myrian Vasques, Indigenous advisor (Brazil),
Silvina Chemen, director of the Centre for Interreligious Dialogue at the Rabbinic Seminary
(Argentina), John Mundell, director of the Vatican Laudato Si Action Platform (USA), Nicolas
Maggi Berrueta, violinist, Peace Ambassador (Uruguay), Israa Safieddine, education consultant
and specialist in the teaching of Islam (USA).

International press office:
Stefania Tanesini + 39 338 5658244 - + 39 06 94798290 – stefania.tanesini@focolare.org

www.focolare.org
FB @focolare.org - YouTube @MovimentodeiFocolari_ufficiale

X @focolare_org - IG @focolare.org_

Press office Brazil: imprensa@focolares.org.br  - (12) 98218-3382

https://www.focolare.org/en/2015/06/24/%E4%B8%AD%E6%96%87-la-sfida-di-camminare-insieme-in-america-latina-uniredes/
http://www.focolare.org/
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FACTSHEET 1 
Genfest, the world meeting of Focolare youth.

Story, goals and perspectives

Genfest 2024: an immersive experience, more than an event. 
The 2024 version entitled, “Juntos para cuidar” (Together to care) will take place in Brazil. The participants
will move from place to place, within an overall programme in three phases. The main event will be at the
National Shrine of Aparecida (SP)

Origins - The Genfest was an inspiration of Chiara Lubich, the founder of the Focolare Movement, which
is now present in 200 countries throughout the world. Genfest began in 1973 at the international little
town of Loppiano, near Florence (Italy). About eight thousand young people from all over Europe took
part, from diverse ethnic, cultural and religious roots. This first event was called: “The Global Person
beyond every barrier”. Right from the start the objective was to bring about a more united and fraternal
world, and it already had the shape of what it became: an important international event which aims to
showcase the presence of young people in many countries who believe in, and work for, universal
fraternity.

At various dates during the last 50 years, it has brought together thousands of young people from all
continents. Their ages range from 18 to 30, of different nationalities, ethnic groups, cultures, and religious
beliefs, with the common purpose of building a united world. Genfest is a test bench and laboratory for
the many ways of caring for people, the planet, and for society that can be carried forward in different
cultural contexts and geographical areas. At its centre is love for one another, an outlook that sees each
person as a brother or sister. This is the “law” rooted in the Gospel, inspiring and drawing everyone
towards fraternity. With a broad and intergenerational objective, Genfest attempts to speak to the
present epoch, its tragedies and the needs of its peoples and the planet.   

From a world at war to a world united: the objective of Genfest - “Today, it seems that we have never
been further from any semblance of unity between persons, people and cultures”, one of the organisers
said. Genfest will take place in Brazil, a greatly polarised country, in a Latin American context with
increasing social inequality, inflation, and economic migration: in a world where, each day, wars reach
horrific new levels, and national economies thrive on them. But this will not stop us. Unlike the past, we
now have the means for our divided, diverse peoples to see one another, to speak, to contaminate each
other in a positive way. Along with tragic contradictions and technology, the mobility of human society
has made geopolitical barriers obsolete, facilitating encounters between people and diversities. Here lies
the challenge that we would like to take up and pass on: to make diversities into points of strength. We do
not believe in the clash of civilisations, rather in its opposite. We work so that persons, peoples, can look
one another in the face, recognise mutual values, form networks, without giving up their own identity.”

What does “unity” mean today?
It means being united as the manifold variety of peoples that inhabit the earth, each with its own
traditions and sensitivities. It means being united in a peaceful and secure coexistence of various religions
and with diverse political ideals. It means being united in the commitment to care for the most
vulnerable, from all peoples, ethnic roots and whatever their situation may be. It means being united on
the way of encounter, the acceptance of alliances, and journeying on the pathway of dialogue and
participation 

 

https://genfest.org/en/home-en/
https://www.focolare.org/en/download/italiano-scheda-chiara-lubich/
https://www.focolare.org/en/
https://genfest.org/en/home-en/

